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different economies and methods of organization, boundaries
will continue to be necessary as dividing lines between areas
of jurisdiction. How otherwise can the members of a State,
particularly those who live in the peripheral districts near
the margins, recognize the legal code under which they are
to live, pay their taxes to the right agency, and demand pro-
tection from the appropriate authority? That is why internal
boundaries are also necessary even in such a highly organized
and smooth-working State as the United Kingdom, where the
Local Government Boundary Commission has encountered
many grave difficulties in recommending some essential
changes. Why, then, it may be asked, do boundary disputes
occur so frequently and in so many parts of the world ? The
answer to this question is related to two sets of geographical
conditions.
Firstly, the clearly demarcated inter-State boundary is a
recent addition to the "cultural landscape" and epitomizes
the growth of centralization of authority and power in the
State, as the normal machinery for the organization of human
activities; the more closely these internal activities are inte-
grated, the greater the necessity for limits to be established
and made clearly recognizable. The need for such lines was
not felt until States had become sufficiently organized to
warrant definition of their areas of jurisdiction. In general, this
stage was not reached until the nineteenth century, although
historical atlases give the misleading impression that previously
parts of the earth's surface were divided by political boundaries
as precisely as they are today. There must have been check-
points where goods could be examined for tariff purposes,
but the very paucity of trade was one of the main reasons why
boundaries were not erected as they are now. As States assumed
their present form, and as world trade increased, it became
more and more necessary to adjust their relationships, and this
implied exact definition of their territories.
This process is not yet complete, and boundary disputes
fall into perspective when they are regarded as "the growing
pains" of an evolving world system which is still far from
reaching maturity. It would be unreasonable, therefore, to
expect such disputes to disappear immediately, but by